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Reflection

Forgiveness 
We all need God’s forgiveness.  He brings pardon and peace to the sinner, binds up hearts that are broken and enable us to walk in the freedom of the children of God.  What Jesus did in enabling a cripple to walk was a great thing.  So great was it that the people who witnessed it were astonished and praised God.  But Jesus did not come on earth to fix our legs.  Thankfully, we have learned do that for ourselves.  It’s not that Jesus wasn’t interested in bodily wellbeing – he clearly was.  Paralysis of the body as bad as it is, is not nearly as bad as paralysis of the spirit.  Some of us are infected by hatred and bigotry, are so self-absorbed that we are incapable of compassion, more suffer from greed or lust or dishonesty.  There’s a name for all these ailments:  sin.  He came to rid us of the crippling burden of sin.  Forgiveness is a wonderful thing.  It doesn’t condone or excuse the wrong done but it makes a fresh start possible. 

Readings for SUNDAY 26thFebruary
1st
 Reading  
Genesis 9:8-15

2nd Reading

1 Peter 3:18-22
Gospel  


Mark 1:12-15      Psalm  24
ST.  CLARE’S  ADORATION  CHAPEL 

ADORATION   

Daily from 11am – midnight 

ST.  Aidan’s church, Butlersbridge

ADORATION    

Tuesdays 7pm – 9pm 

ST.  BRIGID’S Church, KILLYGARRY

ROSARY    


Thursdays at 8.30pm 
Sacrament of Penance

Cathedral   Saturdays 3pm – 4pm and 7pm – 7.30pm
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Baptism Preparation Classes

Parents wishing to have their child baptised are asked to attend a Baptismal Class in preparation for the baptism of their child.  These classes take place at 8pm in the Cathedral Conference Room on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month led by the Parish Baptismal Team.  Booking at the Presbytery 049-4331404 between 9.30am - 4pm Monday – Friday.
Sacrament of Baptism
[image: image4.jpg]You are my
beloved Son;
with you | am
well pleased.

Mark 1:11



Baptism takes place at 5pm on Saturdays and 12.30pm on Sundays as follows:  1st & 3rd weekends of each month in Cathedral, 2nd weekend in Killygarry and 4th weekend in Butlersbridge. Obligatory preparation classes.  We welcome into the Christian community Senan Hyland, Layla Kelly & Ella Galligan who was baptised recently.
List for Proposed Plaque in St. Aidan’s Church

A list of priests and religious from the Butlersbridge area is published on the notice board at the back of the church. Any errors or omissions please contact Fr. Tom Mannion
Want to know how to pray?

During Lent our parish is organising a weekly session on Mondays, 7pm – 8pm, in the Cathedral Conference Room.  These sessions will provide guidance on practical ways on how to pray using the basics for people who are not in prayer groups or bible classes.  These will include instruction on how to find a piece of scripture, methods of prayer and useful tips on how to pray for the ordinary Christian.  If you are interested contact Jenny at 049 4331404. 

Blessing of Homes : As  a  new initiative this year during the season of Lent the priests of the parish would like to bless homes for anyone who may be interested.  Many new houses were built in the parish over the past ten years and families may not have had the chance to arrange a house blessing.  This short but lovely liturgy of blessing is open to any family who would like to have their home blessed.  If you are interested please place your name, address and contact number in the box marked “House Blessings” at the back of the Church in your area.  We will contact you later to let you know when we will call.
Closing Ceremony for Eucharistic Congress takes place on June 17th in Croke Park. Our parish has been allocated 12 tickets which we propose to distribute through a raffle by offering six sets of two tickets each. If you would like to be part of this historic event place your name, address and contact number in the box marked “Congress” at the back of the Church.  The boxes will remain in the churches until 12noon next Saturday, 25th Feb.  Draw will take place at end of 11.30am Mass in Cathedral on Sun. Feb 26th.  It is important to note that you must be a resident of this parish to enter.

PRAYER IN THE HOME DURING LENT
This very successful initiative will take place again this year.  It involves one evening a week for one hour of directed prayer with five or six neighbours.  If you and your neighbours and friends would like to get involved please contact the Presbytery for more details.

Preparation for Confirmation
 ‘You will be my witnesses’ Programme continues over the following few weeks.  Programme begins nightly at 7pm and ends at 8.15pm.   Any queries contact Jenny at 049 4331404
A special Mass for children preparing for First Holy Communion will take place in the Cathedral , Saturday 25th February, 7.30pm
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